
Feasibility Study for a Potential Quilcene Community Septic System 

Overview 
The Port of Port Townsend is leading a wastewater system 
feasibility study for the Quilcene Rural Village Center (RVC). 
Funding for this effort comes from the Jefferson County 
Public Improvement Fund (PIF).  The Port of Port Townsend 
has hired Tetra Tech, Inc., and associated partners to: 
 assess community interest in a community septic system 

 identify the support and concerns for such a system 

 identify the elements that define a community septic system 

(likely a large on-site septic system, drainfield, and sewage 

collection system) to a community such as Quilcene 

 provide an estimate of what the costs might be 

 consider how such a system could be paid for and what 

individual establishments and structures tie into a system 

might have to pay 

 
Interviews 
The project team has interviewed 24 Quilcene residents, property owners, and business owners 
in-person and by phone in June-August 2016 regarding their thoughts and opinions about the 
development of a community septic system for the management of wastewater within the 
Quilcene Rural Village Center (RVC). It is important to recognize that this interview process is 
only a preliminary indication of the diverse perspectives on this topic.  
Themes: 

 Economic development: Some people would like to see new businesses in Quilcene, such as a 
bakery or retirement home, and would like to expand current businesses and create new jobs.  
However, a number of people feel that Quilcene does not need more businesses, and expressed 
skepticism over the number and type of jobs that would result, and whether these jobs would 
be significant in terms of living wage positions. People also would like Quilcene to retain its 
affordability. 

 Costs of an individual septic system vs. a community septic system: Among interviewees who 
do live, work or own property in the RVC, we heard that the cost of a new individual septic 
system that would meet their needs on their own property ranges from $15,000-$50,000 
including design. The team heard that people would likely tie their properties into a community 
system if their personal costs were below the cost of their own installation. 

 Affordability of a system: The team heard that many residents/businesses of the RVC would 
likely need grants or low-income support for the installation of a new system, decommissioning 
of their old system and ongoing costs of a new system.  

 Water quality is important: Coast Seafoods is the only large employer in Quilcene, and they 
have a strong interest in clean water for aquaculture. Many people also fish in the river and 
want to see the fish population stay healthy.  All of these require good water quality.  
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Next steps 

August 2016- March 2017 The team will continue to conduct ongoing public outreach, 
including public meetings with engineering team. 
 
The team plans to hold two meetings, which will likely include 
a small invited coffee chat in Fall 2016 and a larger public 
meeting in early 2017. The timing has not yet been 
determined, and depends on the progress of the finance and 
design alternatives. 

August 2016-October 2016 Dave Jensen, of Jensen Engineering, Inc., will be in Quilcene 
assessing prospective drainfield sites. 
 
The team will conduct alternatives development and 
screening for discharge, the collection system, and treatment 
alternatives. 

October 2016-November 2016 The team will refine the recommended alternative, 
developing a site plan and a cost estimate. 

December 2016-January 2017 The team will research funding options and financial impacts. 

January 2017-March 2017 The team will write the final report. 

 
Map 
The area outlined in red below represents the Rural Village Center, the focus of this study. 

 


